


Foreword

The development of transport policy has rarely been so critical to the
social, economic and environmental wellbeing of the country. From fuel
price rises and congestion to road safety and carbon emissions; from
ticket prices to overcrowded railway carriages; how we get from A to B —
and at what cost to people and the planet — is of fundamental importance
to us all.

The future appears bleak. Our transport system is already at capacity. The road network in
particular is creaking, and once we emerge from the current recession, traffic will increase;
driven by a rising population and renewed economic growth.

Whilst the improvement of services and efficiency in areas of public policy such as health,
education and the economy are known ‘vote winners’, no government can afford to ignore
the practical issues associated with getting people and goods from where they are to
where they need to be.

Most drivers do not get behind the wheel for fun. They do so because they have to. The
days have gone when everything you required was literally on your doorstep; shops,
education, workplace, family, healthcare. Over the past half-century people have been
required to travel ever greater distances to meet their basic needs and the car has allowed
them to do so. Today, car use pervades all sections of society.

For the majority of the population the car is ‘public transport’. It transports most of the
people most of the time. The RAC Foundation believes a credible transport strategy must
recognise this and contain policies based on evidence, not on wishful thinking.

Any new government will have many and varied challenges to face, made tougher by the
economic climate. But developing the appropriate transport infrastructure for the decades
ahead must be a priority. Without it economic recovery will be impeded.

For the foreseeable future, people living in this country will in large measure be dependent
on personal road transport: predominantly cars. Business will be equally reliant on the road
network. Accommodating these individual and corporate needs requires serious planning
and sustained investment, and the responsibility for providing this lies overwhelmingly with
government.
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Estimated CO, emissions from household cars by journey purpose

(Source: DfT, 2009, Delivering Low Carbon Travel: An Essential Guide
for Local Authorities)




How we might get there
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Driving forward the green agenda g
Transport generates almost 25% of the UK’s total domestic CO, emissions, half of it coming : ¢ ‘
from cars. So how do you reduce this figure? Less traffic and less congestion is one way. 2 i (|
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Then there is the technological approach. If all drivers swapped their cars for the current best é
model in the equivalent class, CO, emissions from cars would be cut by a quarter.
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Newer vehicles are also safer.

Reports such as those by Eddington, Stern and King, have all said great environmental
benefits can still be had from further refinement of existing technology — smaller, lighter cars;
leaner burning internal combustion engines.

Hybrids are becoming more common and a programme of developing electric vehicles for the
mass market is well underway. We are not there yet, but ultra-low carbon vehicles will come
to play a major part in greening road transport. Their affordability and practicality will be key.
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Be bold, be brave

Saving lives, saving money

Road accidents cost the British economy £18 billion annually — 1.5% of GDP.

But when it comes to accidents not every road is the same: 50% of deaths occur on just
10% of the road network. Single-carriageway ‘A’ roads are the most dangerous though !

they can be made considerably safer. Road engineering might not prevent all accidents A
but it can significantly reduce their effects and offer a considerable return on ‘investment’. :

Between 2007 and 2008 the number of road deaths fell markedly, but the DfT estimates
as many as 800,000 people are still being hurt in traffic accidents each year — three times
the officially recorded number. Such appalling figures beg a different approach to road
safety, and this is why the RAC Foundation is calling for an accident investigation system
for roads which concentrates less on establishing culpability and more on learning
lessons. The Foundation believes there is a strong case for creating a body not dissimilar
to the accident investigation branches in rail, air and marine transportation.




ffic DOES pay its way. Road users pay £4 7 billic
dwarflng the £9 billion spent annually on the road network. Even acceptln ) that road us
to pay for their external costs (pollution, congestion, etc) the charges are still too hlgh

9. Building new roads is NOT too costly. Road building is affordable if th' ?  are good economic

_reasons behind developing a route. And road schemes generally have a hlgher beneflt cost ratio
han rail schemes. -

D. Public transport is NOT a ready alternatlve to the car, accounting for just 13% o or
've dlstlnct markets, and there is little scope for new routes and extra passen ors,
€s run on just 23% of the road network. The car is t of ‘pt
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